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She:kon (Greetings):

I am Kanatiio of the Bear Clan of the Kanienkeha:ka, often referred 

to as the Mohawk Nation. I am speaking to you in my capacity as 

Negotiations Coordinator for the Peskotomuhkati Nation Skutik: 

you might know them better as the Passamaquoddy Nation.

I have only a little time. My words may be sharp, because they 

come from a place of dark disappointment. My apologies to those 

whom I may hurt inadvertently. We too have been hurt.

This place’s original name is Qonaskamkuk. It is the capital of the 

Peskotomuhkati Nation. It has been called St. Andrews, by some, 

since the late 1700’s.

Qonaskamkuk is the place where the Peskotomuhkati would stay 

in the early summer each year. It is where they would hold council 

with other nations, and would do their great ceremonies.

Its shell middens, cemeteries and stories speak of more than 12,000 

years of intimate connection between the Peskotomuhkati and 

the place.
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Its history includes Peskotomuhkati Sakomak (Chiefs) welcoming 

Loyalists in 1784. That history includes an agreement, reached 

at that time, on the terms upon which you would stay here. That 

agreement was never honoured.

And there is another, darker, more recent history.  

The location you are discussing today is called “Indian Point” for a 

reason. For decades, it was “the wrong side of the tracks,” the place 

where the Town had slowly relegated the Indians to live: beside 

the railway yard and the garbage dump.

In the 1930s, there were over twenty Peskotomuhkati houses 

there. Sakom John Nicholas was an elderly, respected, well-liked 

member of this community.

By the 1990s, there was one family left. That is when the Town 

made its move. It used lawyers, the courts, and the New Brunswick 

Quieting of Titles Act.

It secured a declaration that the Town of St. Andrews owns Indian 

Point: all but five acres, which was to be divided between eight 

brothers and sisters.
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The Town then built its sewage treatment plant beside Sakom 

Hugh Akagi’s home.

It is important to understand that the land St. Andrews claims as 

its own is unceded Peskotomuhkati Territory. It is also important 

to note that the town council of the day knew the land was in 

dispute, as does this council.

It was heartening to receive a letter from Mayor Naish in which he 

stated that our rights are important and should be respected.

We recently met with the Mayor and Chief Administrative Officer. 

We explained that the New Brunswick court lacks the power and 

authority, to affect Aboriginal title. 

We were looking forward to an open, honest, renewed relationship.

We viewed the expiry of the dollar-a-year Kiwanis lease as an 

opportunity to begin a true conversation based on mutual respect, 

and our shared love for this place.
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Instead, we have witnessed a hasty attempt to tie up the land, 

despite the fact that the Peskotomuhkati are in Treaty negotiations 

and that the land is in dispute.

Based on your actions, we have every reason to believe that this 

Town Council never once considered the opportunity to show 

respect or to seek reconciliation—that fashionable word of this 

decade.

Of course we are deeply disappointed in you because your conduct 

shows a profound, continuing disrespect for us and our rights. It 

also tells us so much about you, and about who you are in this 

place.

We were prepared to make an agreement with you about what you 

call Indian Point that could have set an example of reconciliation, 

of how neighbours respect each other.

We suggested you make a one year lease. We suggested that the 

revenue could go to the local hospital, which can certainly use the 

money.
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That would have given us the opportunity to begin the conversation 

we need to have with Canada, New Brunswick and your council.

You have decided, instead, to disregard our rights and proceed 

with the deal you discussed here this evening.

I fear the opportunity for conversation will dissipate. We had 

agreed to meet a second time but I’m not sure there’s any point 

now.

In this life, we are given only a few times when the decisions we 

make tell the world about who we really are, and what we value.

This moment in time was your moment: a chance for you to decide 

who and what you are.

Today, after more than 40 years of determined effort, we are finally 

engaged in negotiations with your government at the federal and 

provincial levels.

These negotiations are based on unceded Peskotomuhkati title. 

They are also based on a nation-to-nation treaty relationship that 

has existed for nearly three hundred years.
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The Government of New Brunswick has been attending the 

negotiations. Its representatives tell us it is preparing to join us at 

the table formally.

Long after the federal and provincial negotiators have gone home, 

the Peskotomuhkati will continue to have you as their neighbours, 

as they have in the nearly two and a half centuries since you came 

here.

What you have decided will affect a truly delicate relationship.

It was our hope to take the path of reconciliation but, this evening, 

you have told us that your desire for money and development is 

greater than your respect for a mutual relationship with us, greater 

than your respect for this sacred place that is our homeland, and 

greater than your own self-respect.

Our children and grandchildren are watching.

Da neh thoh...


